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Schweers Historical Foundation, Inc.

May 14, 2003

Ms. Jaya Zyman-Ponebshek
URS Corporatinn

P.O. Box 201088

Austin, TX 78720-1088

Ke: STB Finance Docket No, 34284, Southwest Gulf Railroad Company-
Congtruction and Operarian Fxeption-Mcdina County, TX;
Request ftn Preliminary Comments.

Dear Mada:

This letter is our response to a letter from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) dated March 31,
2003 voquesting comments from Federal, state and local apcncics that may have information
regarding e covirommental impacts of this project.

Altached herolo 15 & copy of our leiter dated May 13, 2003 to Conpressmzm Hcenry Donilla, whuch
states our paxition regarding this project, and our inieiest regarding it.

We fi] the environmontal impact of the ‘Proposcd Route” would be quite insignificsnt, and less than
Alternates 1,2, and 3 because it is the shortest route, and because it appears to cross the Quihi Creek
at he existing gns lin right of way At this lovation, the Quilu Creek Is not nemnally flowing at all,
or very hitle.

Below this point are wide, decp wator hotes with sprimps Nowing throughout the year. Below rhat are
wralands and marshes. These would ot be good arcas to cross the creek. We du not know about the
point where Aliesuale 3 crosses the Quihi Ureek, bur doubt sat it would be better than the Propused
Route. and it is 2500 feet longer

We believe an elevared bridge fur the spur track crossing the Quiii Creek at the os Lme right of way
(see muy cicloscd) would have pegligible adven se effect on the anvironmenr and wildlife.

Sincecely,

@4/(4’/( -é;. Q_‘S‘(‘MZ\/

Dongld S. Schich
President

[Click here and type slogan]
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205 [H358Aum, Suite 102
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§30G20-6350

Schweers Historical Foundation, Inc.

May 14, 2003

Congressman Henry Bonilla
11120 Wurzbach, Suite 300
San Antonio, Texas 78230

Dear Congressinan Bonilla:

Schweerx Historical Foundation, Inc, was incovporated on May 14, 2002 with 501 (¢ ) (3) tax excrption
smw,stbrmepmposcni‘auuhing.mmmdprcset\dnghisuﬁclnmcsmdmlmdmmmnm
Quilsi, Texas arca, and to develop 8 DWSAI, library. and rocregtionst faciides for Hic enpayment of the
gcnexdpubhc.an'immexh:gmlismacquimlxmmofmedmmﬂam:ofswweet:vdlednmhm Our
vi.dmistopmmmﬂnmmﬁonmmauonofhistorichomardtnﬂcﬁngsﬂmgiwmtheqnim
commumity. Quihi is oue vl foux (4) coloaies created by Hirmy Castro, and is sigmficant 10 Texa German-
Armezacan history. We already have over unc hundred members, with poteni far many more in the near

fitgre.

Vulcan Merial Company has chartered a short fine sailroad company <alled Southwess Gulf Raihoad, which
istoeaveﬂlﬁrmpona&innuxisforancwmmnytobelomtm in Maliza County. Their planned raitroad
spir toak will cross the Quihi Creek near the: historic homes of Heinneh & Johanma Schweers (1858),
Wilheim & Elizsbeth Schwears (1884), Hoyo & Margarite Schweers (1865), and Mimke & Inentje SaathofT

(R46).

The Ilcinrich Schweers and Withelm Schiweies homes arc located on land renly purchased by Vulcan
Material Couyrany for their spur track. Descendants of he Schweers families asked Vulcan if they would
oousida'sellmgmehmmmmmmmmmWIkannfo]ksmndmlywﬂﬁngw
ld\lsmm:ﬂthmbtlmdomtmgmemmus‘ ﬂmyhavccledcdmdodﬁsreytﬁltssnfappmvalby
ﬁerdemlSmmemnqnnaﬁme:iandomﬂawnimmeﬂnmd&chwms

d\jeam:ludwdopaqw‘rymimeq;urmﬁwﬂmfouowingmw

1. Transpoxtation ie a large part af G total cost of their delivered peodnas. Midina County will beoefit
substantially by having a quarry located Jocally hy viatue of lower francportation cosre  Transpu lation
by rail is tar superior 10 trwking, It produces less trattic, less road wear und teay, far loss dust, less
danger with slow moving trains on a spur waek, less nuise, tore cnvirenmentally fiendly, snd is more

coonomical. Transpartation ix planned to be principally by rail.

2. The proposed project would make the combined Vulean Qperuiion and Southwest Gulf Raifroad
{he largest private employer in Medina County. On 2 peroontoge basis, the impact uf Vulcan and
Southwest Clf Railruad’s projoct on the employment opportunitics for Mcding County residents
would b more than twice that of the moposed Toyola Project’s impact on neighboring Bexar

Connty. Sun Antonio fought very hard to get Toynti, and with good reason!

lhere:snothrngmrmmztmoepwhmgcmogars_ Ve e s
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3. Vulcn would be the larpest singlc private payer of counly and local achool district taxes in the
counly. This is significant whent considering most land around the area is agriculturnily exempt
property generating very littlc taxes for Medina Counly. This project would provide increased

Cuunty and School tax benefitx.

4. Yulcan hag a proud histy of rcsponsible community involvement. Proot of this is how they

stepped in and helped our Houndation regurdless of any monetary penefit o themsclves. ‘Lhey
will undoubtedly be contributing to Mcdina County [n many positive ways, a8 they hawve: in other

conununities.

5. Vulcan plans to develop a mndem quarry

with “state of the arl® equipment, Air serubbers will

remove virmaily all dust in the production phaxes, luaded carge will be spraysl with water, and
wains on roil create little ANSL As we all know, water is & previons commodity in south Texag;
powever, the waler to be utilized by the propuscd projcet 18 for beneficixl use, as there ore
substantial good paying jubs being created. Vulcan i a lcader ia water recycling and

conservation

6 The proposed quarry

it locared within a rural and sparsely populated urea without a paved road

within nearly three (3) miles of the cite. This is in contrast to quarnes in nelghboring Bexar
County that have become surrmnnded by cxpensive homes' Wilh the cxccptionally remote
Jocation, the efTects of vibration, noise, and dusl would be minimal.

. New Rraunfels is also a very historic ar
artracted to it as visitors and homcowners.

va of Toxaz, It is @ fast-growth 1own and poople are
They like the Tural slmosphere, the natural beauty, and

the sinall town atmosphere, Yet, it has several railcoad trocke serving puany Liains each doy and
soveral quarles in full view from busy IH 35, With modern oquipment in place at the quarics,

dusi, 1oise, blasting, and {rain traffic aT¢ nul now issucs in the community. Problems arc resolved

as they oceur.

[t has been said, “thetc ia nothing permanent except change.” You caniot Stop change, but you can
control it. Growth is beading towards Quihi like a big tidal wave. The jnevitable change will bext be
handled by communities that plan for ir, and vompanics fike Vulean Materinl Company, who are
community oriented and expa senced in the care of our epvirarncat, our wildlifs, and the history and
tagacy in Quihi and Medina County. Aty convenicnce, we would lika tn niect with you to answer
any questions you might hiave, and to discuss our position.

Sincerely,

Donuld S. Schoch,
President

P.



MRY 21 2vMYyd YY:13 FR URS 512-4139-5183

512 4139 5183 TC 3912825653000

: Straight
" | Loading Track
Optian”

Eim Creek
0

1
1

v
!

AR AU
. A i;.:

/o= Southwest Gulf Railrosd
-/ .

' Proposed Alignment
" and Altematives
; i < . : Medina County, Texas

%k TOTAL PAGE. 1@ ¥k



